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‘Commissioner Dixie M. Spehar
RESOLUTION NO. 2004

A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF MONROE COUNTY IN
RECOGNITION OF THE LATE JEANE PORTER (POIRIER)

WHEREAS, Jeane Porter passed away on April 18, 2004, at the age of 78; and

WHEREAS, Jeane Porter Kirke, was born on Jamuary 4, 1926, to Jessie Porter and Wallace

Kirke in Bronxville, New York and came to Key West via Flagler’s famous railroad a month after
her birth; and

WHEREAS, Jeane was proud of her heritage as a sixth-generation Conch, descended from
Dr. J.Y. Porter, Florida’s first health officer and culminating with her mother, Jessie Porter,
historian and preservationist; and

WHEREAS, Jeane started her education at the Key West Convent, and later at Miss Harris’
School in Miami; she continued her education at the University of California at Berkeley, the

College of Arts and Crafts in Oakland, California, Mexico Clty and Europe, followed by a
successful career in textile design in New York City; and

WHEREAS, Jeane was a talented artist, historian and supporter of local arts; she was
passionate about Key West History, and devoted to the preservation of the island’s heritage, both
cultural and architectural; She established the Heritage House Museum in 1990 and opened her
family’s home as a showcase of gracious island living and history that visitors to Key West see not
only the island’s commercial side, but also its tradition of culture, literature and the arts;

WHEREAS: She established the Robert Frost Poetry Festival, an annual poetry celebration

held in honor of Robert Frost, “a pleasant older friend of (her) mother’s” that showcases the talent
of many local poets; and

WHEREAS, Jeane loved to tell stories of Key West people and historic buildings from her
youth, which were a source of much amusement and laughter; in 1998 she published them in Key
West: Conch Smiles, a compilation of Key West legends and family stories; and

WHEREAS, Jeane is survived by her son, Porter Poirier, daughter, Renee Poirier Pound,
both of California; daughter, Suzanne Poirier Campbell.; grandsons Kieran and Kyle Campbell of
Key West; sister, Caroline Kirke Boyer of Tennessee; and nephews Thad and Eric Lang; and

WHEREAS, the memory of Jeane is secure in the cultural and creative history of Key West
and in the hearts and minds of her many friends and family, now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF
MONROE COUNTY, FLORIDA:

Section 1: Hereby memorializes the County’s great appreciation for the service Jeane
Porter gave to the community and for her love and concern for people and hereby expresses to her
family their regret and deepest sympathy for the passing of the late Jeane Porter.

s g P RS T T



Section 2: Hereby adopts this Resolution as a permanent record of the high esteem and
respect in which Jeane Porter was held by her colleagues and by the community.

Section 3: The Board of County Commissioners is hereby designated to forward a copy
of this Resolution to the family of Jeane Porter expressing the Board’s Sorrow.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Monroe County,
Florida, at a meeting of said Board held on the day of , AD., 2004,

Mayor Murray E. Nelson

Mayor Pro Tem David P. Rice
Commissioner Dixie M. Spehar
Commissioner George Neugent
Commissioner Charles “Sonny” McCoy
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interpreted through her family's perspective. Porter was descended
« - from Dr. Joseph Yates Porter, who was Florida's first health officer and
is credited with eradicating yellow fever in Key West, she said in her
book, which describes the ebb and flow of Key West's economy and
culture.
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"Its latest 'high' — its success as a world tourist attraction — may be
the biggest threat of all to its survival and identity," she wrote in

. explanation of what prompted her and her family to transform the front
of the sprawling 1830s Caroline Street property into a museum that
leads visitors through each period of Key West history with
instruments, art, clothing and other objects.
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At the end of the book, Porter left her "Wish List for Key West."

She wanted a new Southernmost Point marker, likening the current one
to an unexploded World War II bomb. She also wanted to see the city
dump, locally referred to as Mt. Trashmore, turned into a Greek-style
ampbhitheater, the creation of a school of theater, radio and television in
Key West and an annual historical musical pageant held at Fort
Zachary Taylor.

But she left her readers with "My Wish Most of All" which states,
"May our island develop more perspective so as not to be overwhelmed
by commercial successes and greed. May it preserve its history and
retain its outlandish individuality and may it keep a delicate balance
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"Old Conchs never die, they dry up and blow away."

Send us an e-majl!

mbolen@keysnews.c
editor@keysnews.com olen@keysnews.com

This story published on Thu, Apr 22, 2004

Back to Top

Click here to sign up

for home delivery

today.

http://www keysnews.com/290340825886551.bsp.htm

Page 2 of 3

Ben lannot
Fishing Co

What shou
permitted v
comes to a
catch?

On Tuesday
Richard Grz
Marathon w
with a propc
ensuring th:
population ¢
Florida Key:
way.
Grathwohl =
council of o«
leaders that
Fiorida Key:
Marine San
wanis the 8
Advisory Cc
the Florida |
Wildlife Cor
Commissiot
more than ¢
be harveste
aboard any
operating in
Keys Natior

Sanctuary. .
Go to article

From S-star
resorts {o
scenic cam)
ground,
you'll find it
all in our
guide to
lodging.

4/22/2004

T e PRI & R A Y T e B

D 4 s e R




